THE TWO YEARS  BLOCKADE    IOI
but could not cross the Channel without the cover
of a battle fleet. No French battleships were
stationed in the Channel, because the ports there
were incapable of holding them. Battleships,
therefore., must be brought from elsewhere.
Previous schemes had failed because the British
had beaten the battleships before they could reach
the Channel ports occupied by the troops. Jet
alone hold the passage of the Channel while the
troops crossed in safety. Bonaparte had studied
the reasons for these failures and had devised a
new scheme. Missiessy was already in the West
Indies ; Ganteaume was to break out of Brest
and join him ihere3 picking up the French and
Spanish ships at Feirol and driving off the British
force blockading it, Villeneuve should also go
to the West Indies, picking up the Cadiz ships
on the way and driving off Orde. The whole
combined force of French and Spanish ships
would then return to Europe under Gauteaume,
force the entrance of the Channel, reach Bou-
logne, cover the embarkation and crossing of the
troops, and hold the communications. Mean-
while the British, utterly surprised and dumb-
founded, would be dispersed in all directions^
chasing phantoms. Cornwallis, off Ushant, and
the British ships in the Channel would be out-
numbered and defeated. The scheme implied
that the exits to the West Indies should be nicely
synchronised and that the British should display
a high degree of accomodating stupidity.
Nelson also had a scheme. He knew that
Villeneuve was again about to put to sea, and he
again suspected that Ms object would be either Sar-
dinia, Naples, Sicily or Egypt. Nelson therefore